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The emphasis upon the individual tends to loosen social
bonds. Customs and traditions act as a cement which
binds together the community. The condition for social
integration is that the individual surrenders to the purposes
of the social group* When the individual exalts himself
above society, old social patterns begin to crumble. A
curious reflex of this process of social disintegration is often
seen in a sudden efflorescence of literature and art. All
forms of art are the expression of individuality. The final
condemnation of a work of art is to call it commonplace
or general. A social milieu in which traditions are sacrificed
to individuality therefore often creates the background
for a flowering of art It is not accidental that the enlarge-
ment of the middle classes in India has been accompanied
by an outburst of experiment in many forms of art.

It is also significant that in all modern manifestations
of Indian art, there is a curious absence of great architect
ture, and one may add, great drama* Nor is this due to
any deficiency in the Indian character. Past memorials
testify to the feeling for beauty which informed the Indian
mind. The complexity and intricacy of south Indian
temples are matched by their solidity and grandeur. The
wonderful lines of the Mughal mausoleums are the despair
of architects all over the world. It is only in recent times
that the Indian feeling for massive form has failed to find
adequate or significant expression. The reason must be
sought in the nature of architecture itself. We must similarly
seek in the nature of drama the explanation why Indians
who produced great dramatic literature in the past have
failed to do so in recent years,

Of all forms of art, architecture is most dependent on
a social feeling for beauty* The poet can launch into indi-
vidual voyages after the ideal. The painter also may
achieve perfection in isolation. Music may transcend the
individual but has its origin in individual ecstasy. Archi-
tecture must depend on social factors at every stage. Only